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3. �Maintenance (Guidance for Equipment 
Owner and/or User)

Turntable Bearings require routine maintenance 
to ensure optimum performance and that the life 
determined by the equipment designer is achieved. 
It is important to follow the service and maintenance 
recommendations contained in the equipment 
manufacturer's instruction manual.

3.1 Before Use

If there is no assurance that the bearing/gear has been 
lubricated within the past six months or after 100 hours 
of operation, introduce fresh grease according to the 
equipment manufacturer’s instruction manual.

3.2 During Use

Relubricate bearing and gear according to •	
directions in the equipment manufacturer’s 
instructions.

Inspect seals, making certain that they are in •	
proper position in grooves and intact.

	 • �Verify tension of all mounting bolts is in 
accordance with Owner’s Manual.

	 • �Be alert to changes in torque, unusual 
sounds, and/or vibrations.

3.3 �Grease Lubricants For Slewing Ring / 
Turntable Bearings and Their Open Gears

Selection of the lubricants used in a turntable bearing 
and the integral open gear is dependent on the 
application.  The designer of the equipment is 
responsible for selecting an appropriate lubricant and 
should consult a tribologist for assistance in selecting 
lubricants for use in the design.

Some of the more commonly used lubricants are shown 
in table below.  These have been used in Kaydon 
turntable bearings when operated in NORMAL 
applications.  Refer to Section 2 of this catalog for further 
explanation.  The list contains commercially available 
greases from major lubricant manufacturers.  The 
lubricant properties such as oil viscosity, extreme pressure 
additives, resistance to water washout, low water 
absorption, corrosion inhibition, and oxidation resistance 
found in this list of greases provides an example of some 
of the properties readily available in the market.

Kaydon turntable bearings are pre-lubricated with a 
lithium-based mineral oil grease conforming to NLGI No. 
1 consistency with extreme pressure additives, unless 
specifically noted.  Any grease inserted into the bearing 
must be compatible with this grease.  Please refer to 
Section 3 of this catalog for suggested lubrication 
procedure and frequencies along with other valuable 
information concerning installation, care, and 
maintenance.
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TABLE OF APPROPRIATE GREASE LUBRICANTS FOR  
KAYDON Slewing Ring / Turntable Bearings AND THEIR OPEN GEARS

Manufacturer Internal Bearing Grease Open Gear Grease

BP Energrease LS-EP 1 ------

Castrol HD Lithium 1 Open Gear 800

Chevron Dura-Lith EP 1 Chevron Open Gear Grease

ExxonMobil Mobilux EP 1 Mobiltac 375NC (drum) 
Gearlube 375NC (spray can)

Klüber Klüberplex BEM 41-141 Klüberplex  AG 11-462

Lubricants USA (FINA) Marson EPL 1 Marson Open Gear Lubricant

Shell Alvania EP 1 Malleus GL

Texaco Multifak EP 1 Crater 2X (asphaltic based)




